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Leaders of the American Economic Association express their grave concern over the dismissal of the 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) earlier today. 
 
The independence of the federal statistical agencies is essential to the proper functioning of a modern 
economy. Accurate, timely, and impartial statistics are the foundation upon which households, 
businesses, and policymakers make critical decisions. Undermining the independence or credibility of 
these agencies threatens the integrity of the information that markets, institutions, and the public rely 
on every day. 
 
Measuring the vast and dynamic U.S. economy in real time is inherently challenging. It is standard 
practice for statistical estimates to be revised as more complete and higher-quality data become 
available. These revisions reflect the commitment of statistical agencies to accuracy, transparency, and 
methodological rigor—not failure or bias. 
 
The BLS has long had a well-deserved reputation for professional excellence and nonpartisan integrity. 
Safeguarding this tradition is vital for the continued health of the U.S. economy and public trust in our 
institutions. 
 
We call upon elected officials to respect and preserve the independence of the nation’s statistical 
infrastructure. 
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