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September 18, 2024 
 
 
To the Editors of the American Economic Journal: Economic Policy: 
 
I am writing as author of the paper “Pandering in the Shadows: How Natural Disasters Affect Special 
Interest Politics.” 
 
I attest that: 

1. All sources of financial support for the research described in the paper are disclosed as part of the 
acknowledgement section of the paper itself. In particular, a part of my research expenses related 
to this project have been defrayed by the Ford Motor Company Center for Global Citizenship at 
Northwestern University. To the best of my knowledge, the Ford Center has no stake in the 
findings of my research. 

2. I have not received support from any party with a financial, political, or ideological stake related 
to the findings of this article. 

3. I do not hold any positions as officer, director, or board member of relevant organizations. 
4. No party other than the authors had the right to review the findings prior to submission. 
5. I have no close relatives who have received support or serve in paid or unpaid positions from any 

interested party or relevant organization. 
6. The research did not involve collection of original data involving human subjects and did, 

therefore, not require IRB approval. 
 

Sincerely, 
    

Jörg L. Spenkuch 
Associate Professor of Managerial Economics and Decision Sciences 
 
j-spenkuch@kellogg.northwestern.edu 
Phone: (847) 467-0921 
Fax: (847) 467-1220 
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